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Dire Forecast for School Budgets
By Aspen McKenna, HRCEF Board Member

Hood River County School District may need to cut
approximately $1 million from next year’s budget, based on
the Oregon legislative budget proposal, according to
Superintendent Dan Goldman. He held a series of listening
sessions in March and April to explain to the community and
school staff how the proposed state budget will require a
HRCSD budget reduction of more than $4.75 million for the
biennium. While much of the shortfall can be offset by
reserves established over the last few years, some program
cuts would also be necessary unless the legislature prioritizes
public education.
The primary reason the state school fund is inadequate is
that PERS (Public Employee Retirement System) rates will
begin increasing greatly this year. Over the next six years the
HRCSD estimates increased PERS payments of over $12.5
million.

“…moving backward on investments
in K-12 and higher education, health
care and critical human services.”
-State Budget Co-Chair
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The school district has enacted many reforms over the last four
years to build a budget reserve of approximately $2 million that
will help lessen the severity of the statewide budget problem
for our schools. Some examples given by Superintendent
Goldman are a) the change to staggered start and end times at
the elementary and secondary school levels (which allowed for
the reduction of several bus routes, saving hundreds of
thousands of dollars), b) major changes to the district’s
technology infrastructure, and c) new fiscal management
procedures and controls for all district administrative staff.
As school budgets tighten, support from organizations like the
Education Foundation that believe in our schools and the
positive role our public educators play in our community
becomes ever more important. To become a member or
donate to a specific program, please visit our website at
www.hrcef.org.

2017 Innovative Teaching Grants Awarded
By Mike Schend, HRCEF Board Member

2017 was a great year for innovation in the Foundation’s
Innovative Teaching Grants. Sixteen grants were awarded for a
total of $17,098.
Aspen McKenna, Chair of the Innovative Teaching Grants
Committee, said, “We were so impressed with all the grants we
funded this year - a lot of creative ways to directly enrich
student learning. We were also impressed by the number of
kids that will be impacted by these grants. The only shame is
that we couldn’t fund all the great grant requests we received.”
Innovative Teaching Grant in Action
Please see Innovative Teaching Grants by School on page 4
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92 New Members Support Education Foundation
By Pat Evenson-Brady, HRCEF Board Member

More than 90 annual memberships in the Hood River County
Education Foundation (HRCEF) are now helping to support
the Foundation’s work, providing over $11,000 to the
organization. Memberships support all the HRCEF programs:
Scholarships, Innovative Teaching Grants, the Opportunity
Campaign for middle school activities, Music in the Schools
and other unique projects.

The Foundation was created in 1992 and is still primarily run by
volunteers and funded by donations and fundraising.
Volunteers run most of the fundraising activities and the big
projects, such as the selection and awarding of scholarships and
teaching grants.
Various individual and business membership levels are available
at www.hrcef.org.

Nineteen businesses are now HRCEF members, 14 at the
member level, and 5 are Sponsors. Among the other
member categories, 13 are Patron level, 43 are Family
members and 17 are Individual members.
This is the first time the HRCEF has invited people and
businesses to join as members, and the response was very
encouraging. HRCEF Vice President AJ Kitt said, “We were
very pleased with the number of folks who stepped up and
made the commitment to support the Ed Foundation
annually. These memberships will establish a firm financial
base as we continue to add and enhance programs to meet
changing needs. Our goal is to double membership in 2018.”

2016 College Scholarship Spotlight

By Laurie Stephens, HRCEF Executive Director

Fifty-one Hood River Valley High School grads received
scholarships for college through the HRCEF in 2016. Fortythree were funded by the generous contributions of
community members who have established scholarships with
the Education Foundation, and eight more were funded by
the compilation of many one-time donations.

Sebastian Barajas won 4
consecutive State
Championships in the discus
while he attended HRVHS.
His incredible success earned
him a dream-come-true spot
on the University of Oregon
Track and Field team where
he will be competing for the
first time as a Pac-12 student
athlete this spring.

Every 2016 scholarship recipient was impressive. Here we
share two inspiring stories that remind us every dollar makes a
difference.
To contribute, go to the Donate page of www.hrcef.org.

“I AM”
I am the fruit blossoms in the spring,
The fruit that hangs in the summer,
The dying leaves in the fall
I am the bare trees in the winter
I am the waves that splash the lakeshore
I am the chalk that dries my hands
I am the flying disc and the shadow that follows as it soars the sky
I am the sweat that drips down to the dirt
I am first in family and first in state
I am potential
- by Sebastian Barajas 2016
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2016 Scholarship Spotlight
Beatriz Najera-Perez
After experiencing the sudden
and tragic death of her father
several years ago, Beatriz
dedicated her life to achieving
what he never could: a college
education.

With the continuous support that she has received from
family, teachers, and the Hood River community, she is
attending Seattle University. She hopes to receive her
Bachelors in Science and later go into the medical field,
where she will put her skills into practice conducting
research that will benefit people’s health.

Family Engineering Night a Hit at Westside School
By Aspen McKenna, HRCEF Board Member

Tumbling towers of toilet paper rolls, cantilevered domino
diving boards, flying cotton balls from popsicle stick
trebuchets – this was the scene at Westside Elementary
th
School on the evening of Tuesday, April 25 as students and
their families worked together on a variety of STEM
challenges at Family Engineering Night.

Davis plans to bring the event to other elementary schools
next year. Details will be posted at www.hrcef.org when they
become available.

Approximately 150 students and their families participated.
The event was organized by HRVHS biology teacher Kathryn
Davis with the assistance of HRV junior Brynnan Burns, who
helped coordinate the evening for her EA project. Ms. Davis
secured an Innovative Teaching Grant from the Education
Foundation to purchase a Family Engineering Program Kit.

Opportunity Campaign Assists Middle School Athletes

By Laurie Stephens, HRCEF Executive Director

When the Hood River County
School District was forced to
cut Middle School Sports from
the budget and went to a “pay
to play” fee system, the HRCEF
stepped in and created the
Opportunity Campaign to help
lower income Middle School
athletes with these fees. There
are so many stories of students
who have benefited from this
program, but we’d like to share
one particularly outstanding
example.

Tiffany Bertadillo

Tiffany was so excited to play middle school
basketball last winter that she woke up every
morning motivated to get to school, do her work,
and get to practice. The sport transformed her from
a quiet, withdrawn kid to an outspoken, confident
team leader whose enthusiasm motivated everyone
around her. She was shocked and honored when
her coach chose her to be a Team Captain last year.
Tiffany found this experience to be transformative.
She has a newfound commitment to her academics,
a connectedness with her peers and her school, and
a profoundly altered self-image. When asked to
describe herself in three words, Tiffany said, “I am….
social, energetic and persistent”.
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2017 Innovative Teaching Grants by School
School District Special Services:
-Assistive Technology Tool Box: Jeanne Welch, Erin Bertram,
Naomi Grimsley, & Trish Leighton
-Technology for Occupational Therapy: Erin Bertram, Sandra
Ferrick, Stacey Estes & Naomi Grimsley
Cascade Locks School:
-Music with Ukuleles: David Church
Hood River Middle School:
-Nonfiction Literature Circles: Kyla Louis & Ann McDonald
Hood River Valley High School:
-Build Electricity Producing Motor Kits: Ted Cramer
-Classroom Literature Library: Kathryn Yasui
-Family STEM Night: Kathryn Davis & Elementary Science Team
-Global Studies Materials: Steve Noteboom & Social Sciences
-Live-Stream Video Kit: Dave Case & Shawn Meyle
-Social Justice Classroom Library: Amanda Webster
-Thermal Energy Kit: Kevin Haspela
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(continued from p. 1)

Mid Valley Elementary:
rd th
-iPad Keyboards & Applications: Mikka Irusta & 3 -5 staff
Parkdale Elementary:
-Classroom Garden: Holly Lavoie & Shelly Curtis
-Music with Ukuleles: David Church
-Pedometers for PE: Brack Hasell
Westside Elementary:
-Library Books &Puzzle Boxes: Debi Gallagher, Anne Gehrig,
Sally Anderson & Matt Gerlick
-Passport Geography: Penney Davis, Sally Anderson& Jackie
Adair
Wy’east Middle School:
-Chromebooks for Classroom: Emily Kohner

Thanks to Our
Business Members:
A&J Orchards
Donnelly Orchards
The Ruddy Duck
Kiyokawa Family Orchards
Don Nunamakers Realtors
Bryant Pipe and Supply
The Gorge White House

Duckwall Pooley Fruit Company
Mike Kitts Homes
Rosauers Supermarket #16
New York City Sub Shop
Cascade Kiteboarding
Hood River Hobbies
Pat Freeman Dental

A Special Thanks to Our
BUSINESS SPONSORS:
HYDE RANCHES

GLORY ORCHARD

