
Fourth Graders Love Passport 
Geography Club 
By Aspen McKenna, HRCEF Board Member

Westside Elementary School fourth graders will literally 
have the whole world in their hands by the end of the 
school year.  Each student has been given a blank passport 
that he’ll spend the year filling with stamps from around 
the globe as he memorizes world geography.  

The Passport Geography Club program is a complete, 
ready-to-use kit purchased by fourth grade teachers 
Penney Davis, Sally Anderson and Jackie Adair with funds 
from a 2017 HRCEF Innovative Teaching Grant.   
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By Pat Evenson-Brady, HRCEF President

Music and drama classrooms received almost $13,000 in 
program support in 2017 from HRCEF.  In cooperation with 
the Band Together Oregon Community Foundation grant, 
Cascade Locks and Parkdale schools purchased enough 
ukuleles to permit everyone in each class to play at the 
same time.  For Cascade Locks, it’s the first time they 
have had ukuleles for students.  May Street and Westside 
Schools purchased some additional Orff marimba-style 
instruments for student use.  
 
“The students are … jazzed to have new instruments to 
play,” reported Westside Principal Bill Newton.  “Ukuleles 
in the music classes provide an opportunity for students 
to experience playing instruments in a group… and learn 
concepts like starting and ending together,

listening, balance, and 
playing in tune…” said 
Cascade Locks and Parkdale 
music teacher David Church 
in his grant application.  
 
HRCEF used both the Music 
in the Schools Fund and the 
Larry Haney Fund, a bequest 
administered by the HRCEF 
for the benefit of HRVHS, to 
provide musical instruments 
and technology to schools.  
Continued on page 2.

Music In The Schools Project Sends $12,893 Into Music Classrooms
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Finley Smith, Peyton Sherell and Annabel Webster  
show off their passports full of stamps.

Mrs. Davis said, “we felt the need to bolster our Social 
Studies curriculum….The goal is the broaden students’ 
awareness of other countries and cultures, to help  
them more accurately identify Oregon’s geography 
compared to the world.”  

Dressed in international garb and quizzed by parent 
volunteers in the Westside library on Friday, September 
29th, these engaged and excited students showed off their 
knowledge as they earned their passport stamps during 
this year’s first Passport Club. Kudos to the Westside Fourth 
Grade team for thinking up such an innovative and impactful 
grant request.

Madison Rae, Kaiden Schilling, Addy Blosser,  
Evan Parr, Bella Belcher



sound crews during the shows. 
The Music in the Schools Projects are fueled by donations 
and bequests to the Hood River County Education 
Foundation.  See http://www.hrcef.org/

Music in the Schools (contined from page 1) 
 The Haney Fund provided $11,433.70 in 2017 for a new 
wireless headphone communications system that allows 
directors of HRVHS Drama and Music performances to 
communicate with the backstage crews, and the lights and 

My Charity Gift Experience
By Aspen McKenna, HRCEF Board Member

Several years ago, my uncle in NC suggested to our family 
that we all exchange charitable donations rather than 
Christmas gifts.  Thrilled with the prospect of ending the 
annual addition to my growing Santa figurine collection, I 
quickly emailed everyone a link to the HRCEF web page and 
asked that they all support HRCEF’s Innovative Teaching 
Grants as a gift to benefit my own child as well as all Hood 
River County students.   

We have been exchanging charitable gifts to each other’s 
favorite charities for several years now, and I love the 
idea now more than ever.  I have enjoyed deepening my 
relationships with those relatives by getting to know their 
charities of choice, and we all feel great about giving and 
receiving those gifts. 

 
I love getting the thank you card from their charities, 
who must wonder why someone in Hood River, Oregon is 
donating to their cause.    
 
Best of all? – no more ugly sweaters, pajamas that don’t fit 
or Santa figurines that really don’t fit in the basement.  No 
more time spent trying to determine what in the world Aunt 
Erma in NC might like this year.   

It works great for my family.  Maybe yours would like to give 
it a try, too.  If so, please consider making the Hood River 
County Education Foundation your charity of choice so you 
can help improve the educational experience for all the kids 
in the Hood River County public schools.
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By Aspen McKenna, HRCEF Board Member 

HRVHS teachers Dave Case and Shawn Meyle had no idea 
that when they applied for a 2017 Innovative Teaching 
Grant to fund a portable live streaming kit for their 
multimedia design and journalism classes they would play 
a key role in a community-wide emergency situation.  But, 
their new equipment and their newly trained students did 
just that when wildfires engulfed the Gorge in September 
2017.  

Their first big live stream event with the new equipment 
was 2017 graduation, where they provided a professional 
broadcast and a real feeling of “I was there” for each 
viewer.  Dave Case said they later learned that these 
viewers were often people who had great reasons for not 
attending – a homebound grandma, family in Mexico or 
family members who had to work.  The students realized 
they had provided a real public service.  
 
When the wildfires hit in September, Case and Meyle’s 
students eagerly stepped up to help.  Case said, “Forest 
fires forced evacuations and worries throughout the 
county, and firefighters wanted to communicate with the 
public. They asked us to stream their Town Hall meetings - 
and we had 6000 viewers.”    

To all of the Ed Foundation’s donors, Case says, “Thanks for 
the grant.  It’s made a real difference.”   

Innovative Teaching Grant Helped During 2017 Wildfires
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Scholarship Spotlight:  

Alex Pedroza  
By Alex Pedroza, HRVHS Class of 2017 

Being raised in a Hispanic family has been amazing, but 
also difficult. When I started school, I didn’t know any 
English because I grew up in a family that only spoke 
Spanish. Throughout elementary and middle school, I 
was placed in all the “low classes” because I couldn’t 
meet the scores for the standardized tests I was given. 
However, something sparked inside me, a desire to 
succeed in life and to give my family a better future. 
Growing up I witnessed how much my parents stressed 
over bills, and how tired they were when coming home 
from work. So I made a promise to myself, to prove 
people wrong by taking rigorous course work and aiming 
for college. In high school I took AP and college level 
classes, all while working and playing sports. My family 
motivated me through these years, and I wanted to keep 
the promise I had made to help my parents financially.  
 
I graduated high school with a 3.94 GPA and ranked 
in the top five percent of my senior class. As a result, 
I was accepted to the OSU College of Engineering to 
major in Civil Engineering. Then this summer I was faced 
with one of the biggest obstacles in my life. My mom 
suffered a stroke and the left side of her body become 
immobilized. I told my dad that I wasn’t going to go to 
college because of the extra medical expenses, and I was 
afraid of leaving my family behind when they were most 
in need. The HRCEF and a local donor helped to make 
school more affordable through scholarships, and also 
helped me keep the promise I made to myself. I have 
faced plenty of obstacles along the way, but it has only 
motivated me to achieve greater things and become 
a successful engineer. The Education Foundation and 
other community groups have given me and many other 
students the opportunity to pursue an education beyond 
a high school diploma, and I hope they are able to help 
many more students achieve their goals just like they are 
helping me. 
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Opportunity Campaign 
Continues to Grow
By Chuck Bugge, HRCEF Board Member 

The noise, the energy - you know you are in a middle 
school gym. Getting players to stop and talk is a task, but 
when they take the time, they have a lot to say about 
playing sports after school.   Monserrat Padilla, a Wy’East 
seventh grader, is following in the steps of both her mom 
and big sister.  Both were athletes, and Monserrat says 
volleyball is in her future. It helps her physically, but also 
helps her learn.  She works hard during the day knowing 
she will have something to look forward to after school.  
For Wendy Miranmotes, also a Wy’East seventh grade 
volleyballer, her coach and friends are the best part of 
volleyball.  She plans to stay healthy and play in high 
school.  

Wy’East sixth grader Marina Castaneda is in her first year 
as a cross country runner, but she is no stranger to sports.  
She is also active in basketball and softball.  
 She says cross country is her conditioning sport, but not 
her first love.  Making new friends, staying in shape and 
gaining new skills are all reasons she participates.  She is 
confident that sports will always be in her future. 
 
These three athletes are representative of the 180 
students at Wy’East and Hood River Middle schools 
who are benefiting from the Education Foundation’s 
Opportunity Campaign.  In the second full year of financial 
support, the Campaign provides student fee scholarships, 
adult organization and recruitment, and equipment for 
cross country, volleyball, football, basketball, and track.  
Kyle Turner, HRMS Athletic Coordinator, says it best: “The 
afterschool athletic program has a positive effect on the 
school culture.  It creates friendly competition and pride, 
and it helps students identify with a group.  For many, it 
is their first time as part of a team.”  He acknowledges 
that there are challenges to making the Opportunity 
funded program a success; most urgently is the ability to 
recruit volunteer coaches.  But he sees the benefits to the 
students and schools and knows that students gain more 
than just physical activity from the Program.

Wendy Miranmotes Monserrat Padilla

Innovative Teaching Grant Helped During 2017 Wildfires



Gorge Gulp A Success
By Chris Reitz, HRCEF Board Member
On July 7th, the second annual Gorge Gulp went on 
without a hitch, or a train derailment.  
This year the event was held on a beautiful summer 
evening in downtown Hood River.  Approximately 150 
community members and tourists gathered in the parking 
lot behind the old Butler Bank building.  The Hazelnuts, 
a Hood River band, provided music while guests enjoyed 
tastes of beer and cider generously donated by 15 gorge 
breweries and cider houses. 
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A special thank you to all the breweries and cider houses that  
generously donated their wares to the Gorge Gulp

  

A&J Orchards
Donnelly Orchards
The Ruddy Duck
Kiyokawa Family Orchards
Bryant Pipe and Supply

Thunder Island Brewing Co. - Full Sail Brewing Co. - Double Mountain Brewery - Everybody’s Brewing
Backwoods Brewing Company - pFriem Family Brewers - Logsdon Farmhouse Ales - Walking Man Brewing

Freebridge Brewing - Big Horse Brewing Company - Solera Brewery - Slopeswell Cider Co.   
Jester & Judge Cider Company - The Gorge Whitehouse - Crush Cider Cafe

The Gorge White House  
Duckwall Pooley Fruit Company
Mike Kitts Homes Rosauers Supermarket #16
New York City Sub Shop 
Carol Annala, Don Nunamaker Realtors

Special Thanks to Our Business Sponsors

Each guest took home a souvenir Gorge Gulp glass from 
the event.  Additional entertainment came from the 
night’s dunk tank raffle.  By using raffle tickets to vote, 
participants decided which local “celebrities” went into the 
dunk tank.  A highlight of the evening was watching HRCSD 
Superintendent Dan Goldman get dunked multiple times, 
most notably by an overjoyed Marika Collins, a teacher 
at Mid-Valley Elementary.   The mayor and the district’s 
athletic director also went for a swim.  Local resident Amy 
Klee who attended the festivities said, “It was great! I 
showed up and got to hang out with friends while trying 
different regional ciders. All for a good cause.”  
The HRCEF is looking forward to continuing this as an 
annual summer fundraiser.  
The Gorge Gulp was established last year in order for 
the HRCEF to fundraise for our scholarship program (see 
2016 College Scholarship Spotlight).  This year’s event 
raised approximately $3000, which will be put directly 
into the fund.  Last year, 51 Hood River Valley High School 
Graduates received college scholarships through the 
HRCEF.  
To contribute, go to the Donate page of www.hrcef.org
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Hood River Hobbies
Pat Freeman Dental
Mt. Hood Meadows
Carson Oil - Hood River Branch 
Cascade Kiteboarding 

Thanks to our Business Members

Tom Ames, District and HRVHS Athletic Director

Glory Orchard              Hyde Ranches


