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Reach for Excellence Gala
Generates Over $40,000
By Mike Schend, HRCEF Board Member

HRCEF’s first-ever fundraising gala was a big success in
February, raising about $41,000 for our Innovative Teaching
Grants program through a dinner, live auction, paddle raise,
and even a lively inter-table competition. The Innovative
Teaching Grants program awards funds through a
competitive grant process to teachers and staff who propose
creative projects, programs, or areas of study for their
classrooms. Combined with individual donations, the funds
raised at this year’s gala will enable the HRCEF to expand the
Innovative Teaching Grants program next year.

Inside This Issue
Reach for Excellence Gala
2018 Innovative Teaching Grants
The Trail Band Concert
Max’s Thank You Letter
2017 College Scholarships Spotlight
Donor Spotlight: Haney Fund

1
2
2
3
3
4

The Gala showcased the arts and sciences, as students and
teachers demonstrated how previous grants were utilized.
Westside Elementary Ukestra (ukulele orchestra) and the
Hood River Valley High Chamber Singers performed. Also,
HRVHS science teacher Kathryn Davis and HRVHS junior
Daniela Valle presented their 2017 Innovative Teaching Grant
that brought engineering to life for families of area
elementary schools in the form of Family Engineering Night.
Following that theme, all 190 gala attendees participated in a
light-hearted competition between tables to create the
tallest tower using only dollar bills. This activity was not only
entertaining and educational, but it raised an additional
$2,000, as all the dollars bills were donated to the Innovative
Teaching Grants Program. Overall, it was an amazing night
for education.
The event was made possible thanks to the sponsorships of
our Platinum Sponsor, Insitu (Boeing Company), as well as
Cardinal Glass, Hood Tech Vision, Copper West Properties,
Celilo Restaurant, Indian Creek Family Eye Care, INB Bank,
Doug's Sports, Bruce Burton Dentistry, Providence Hood
River Memorial Hospital, Columbia River Insurance, Hogg and
Davis, and Thread Creative.
The 2nd annual Gala is scheduled for February 2019. For
information on sponsoring a table at the event, please
contact Laurie Stephens at
ed.foundation@hoodriver.k12.or.us

Party-goer Colleen Jones works with Elda and Doug Orr
to build their table’s teetering tower of dollar bills.
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Innovative Teaching Grants Award Over $34k
By Pat Evenson-Brady, HRCEF President

HRCEF set a new record for sending funds into classrooms in the HR County School District with the 2018 Innovative Teaching Grants.
Over $34,000 was awarded to 47 educators representing every school in the district.
“I was thrilled with the quality of proposals from teachers that will explore new ways to teach, new areas to study, and creative uses
of technology,” reported Aspen McKenna, chair of the HRCEF program. “Last year, the maximum grant amount was raised from $800
to $2,000, which seems to have allowed teachers to think bigger and get more creative. That increase was a nerve-racking risk
because if grant requests outpace donations, then lots of applications would have been rejected. Luckily, our donors stepped up and
allowed us to fund nearly all the great applications we received.”

2018 Innovative Teaching Grants by School:
Mid Valley Elementary:
Sarah Christensen, Nancy Behrmann, & Mikka Irusta: library
books in Spanish to support the dual language program
Lydia Petersen: Music Room Flip Forms (Risers) from the Music
in the Schools grant program
Westside Elementary:
Jackie Adair & Megan Farrell: materials on West Coast Native
Americans for 4th graders
Amy Hassett, Stacey Doss, & Alissa Greenwood: yoga mats &
drum for 1st grade
Beth Hoezee, & Brittney Bauer: 2nd grade Leveled Reading
Library
Danielle Kamerer & all K-4 teachers: math teaching materials
Carolyn Welty, Megan Sheffels, & Anne Gehrig: students
interview author Elise Carbone via Skype
All 5 elementary schools:
Matthew Gerlick: STEM programs to create & program robots
Brack Hassell, Stephanie Perkins, Brandon Bertram, & Robin
Haynes: skateboard equipment for elementary PE
Hood River & Wy’east Middle Schools:
Patrick Getchis (WY), Rebekah Rottenberg (HRM): creating
inventions with Makey-Makey
Brian Stenberg (WY), Kyle Turner (HMS), & Stacy Claus (HRM):
heart rate monitors & software pilot project

Hood River Middle School:
Laura Haspela: materials for students to create Children's
Science Museum at HRMS
Ann McDonald: equipment to use iPads for storytelling with
movies, photography, art in English classes
Julie VanDeHey, Tracy Norton, Peg Bogard, & Sarah Segal:
materials on Civil Rights for 6th grade
Jennifer Wilson, & Ann McDonald: using CPR materials in
English classes
Wy’east Middle School:
Corinne Dichter: e-books & books for Battle of the Books
Emily Kohner, Jennifer Graves, Anne Edwards, & Andrew
Nelson: software for online reading materials
Hood River Valley High School:
Sarah Lyon: materials for printmaking
Carol Birdsell: attend NAEA conference re. art projects for the
“STEAM Bus”
Jeff Blackman: robots for the new “STEAM Bus”
Dave Case: mobile video production equipment for Journalism
Kathryn Davis: science puzzle solving materials
Nicole Goode: classroom library books
Raz Mason: Classroom set of books of essays on Agriculture for
English
Mandy Webster: longer non-fiction texts for English classes
Kathryn Yasui: AP level books for Honors Freshman English class
Ann Zuehlke: reading materials in English & Spanish for school
library

Old Fashioned Christmas with The Trail Band Returns
By Mike Schend, HRCEF Board Member

After a seven year hiatus, The Trail Band will return to Hood River this December to
perform their popular holiday concert reminiscent of the parlour orchestras and
townsquare brass bands of the last century. The HRCEF is delighted to bring this holiday
tradition back to the Gorge. We will all look forward to this very special show on Sunday,
Dec. 2 at 4 pm in the Hood River Middle School Auditorium. Proceeds will support the
HRCEF Scholarship program. We hope you and your family will be able to join us!
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Thank you note from Westside
fifth grader Max Webster for a
2018 Innovative Teaching Grant
to fund a video interview with
the author of a historical fiction
novel they read as a class about
colonial Jamestown.

2017 SCHOLARSHIP SPOTLIGHT
Halle Campos
My name is Halle Campos (HRVHS Class of 2017) and I am attending Western
Oregon University. I plan to major in Psychology and minor in Forensic Psychology.
I am interested in this field because I want to become a Drug and Alcohol
Counselor. I want to save lives and encourage those who suffer from substance
abuse to get help. I have experienced the loss of a loved one due to substance
abuse. Most of all, I want to be a role model to my brother, Rayden. There were
many obstacles I had to overcome in my path to college. One of the biggest was
learning to manage my time wisely, because I played soccer, worked, attended
school, and took care of my brother. I am grateful for the scholarships I received to
help me afford the cost of pursuing a college education.

Maria Barrera
My name is Maria Barrera (HRVHS Class of 2017) and I am currently at Western Oregon University as the first in my family to
attend college. I am majoring in Psychology with a minor in Business. I am determined to become a Child Psychologist
because I want to impact the lives of disadvantaged children.
I have faced several major obstacles that have affected my ability to pursue a higher education: I am a DACA recipient and a
First Generation student. Because of these challenges, my path to college has not been the same as that of my peers.
However, I am now a full-fledged college student, ready to succeed academically and be a role model to my siblings, other
family members, and my community. I would like to say this to all high school students: if you want to obtain something DO
NOT give up. The major obstacles you come across will tend to be the ones that push you to strive for success.
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DONOR PROFILE:

Haney Fund Supports HRVHS Music & Drama
By Pat Evenson-Brady, HRCEF President

Larry Haney was a familiar sight at school events in the 1990’s
and early 2000’s. A man of modest means, he was retired and
no longer drove, so he attended school sports, music and
drama productions by requesting rides from his many
acquaintances. He was a regular volunteer timekeeper at swim
meets and other sports, and an enthusiastic supporter of all
school activities, as well as Community Education.
While working on his estate planning, Larry talked to Mike
Schend, long-time president of the HRCEF Board of Directors.
Mike suggested donating his home to the Education Foundation
to benefit school programs, or college scholarships or both.
Having always enjoyed high school music and drama
performances, on his death in 2004, Larry donated $100,000
(most of the proceeds from the sale of his home) to the Ed
Foundation as the “Robert Larry Haney Music & Theatre Fund.”
The Haney Fund is dedicated exclusively to the Music and
Theater Departments at Hood River Valley High (HRVHS). And
that’s how a man of modest means made a huge difference to
many students and staff, and an entire community.

Over the past 24 years, the Haney Fund has provided the
HRVHS Bowe Theater with a piano, new stage curtains,
upgrades to the sound system, and a wireless communication
system between the sound and light techs and the stage
directors. Recent donations from other community members
have supported the purchase of musical instruments.
The Hood River County Education Foundation is pleased to
work with anyone wishing to create a legacy donation to
benefit the Foundation programs and scholarships generally, or
any donor’s particular interest in some aspect of the school
district. To discuss a donation to the Music in the Schools Fund
(K-12), the Haney Fund (HRVHS), or to create your own legacy,
call Executive Director Laurie Stephens at 541-387-5713, or
email to ed.foundation@hoodriver.k12.or.us.

Thanks to Our
Business Supporters:
MAJOR DONORS:
PROVIDENCE HOOD RIVER HOSPITAL
INSITU/THE BOEING COMPANY
BEST WESTERN PLUS HOOD RIVER INN
HOOD RIVER ROTARY
HOOD RIVER LIONS CLUB

2018 BUSINESS SPONSORS:
GRIFFITH MOTORS
GLORY ORCHARD

HOGG AND DAVIS, INC
GORGE NETWORKS
NUMBER WORKS BOOKKEEPING COLUMBIA STATE BANK

2018 BUSINESS MEMBERS:
Hood to Coast Healthcare
Mike Kitts Homes
Cascade Kiteboarding
A&J Orchards
Big Winds
Bryant Pipe and Supply
Duckwall Pooley Fruit Co.
Hood River Dental
G. Willikers
Mount Hood Gardens
Sixth Street Bistro
Solstice Wood Fire Café
Kiyokawa Family Orchards
Twiggs
The Gorge White House
Donnelly Orchards
Carol Annala/Don Nunamaker Realtors

