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82 College Scholarships This 
Fall, Thanks to You! 
 HRCEF awards $117,000 in 2018 
Thanks to the generosity of our donors, the HRCEF 
was able to award $117,000 in college scholarships 
to Hood River Valley High School graduates at the 
annual Scholarship Night celebration last Spring.  
82 scholarships were awarded from 40 different 
donor funds, and an additional nine scholarships 
were awarded from the Education Foundation’s 
annual fundraising.   

$75,750 went to freshmen, and $41,250 was 
accepted with gratitude from upperclassmen, who 
often find it hard to scrape together funds for their 
2nd- 4th years after their freshman scholarships 
expire. 

Several new scholarship funds were established: 
• Beardsley Family Scholarship for students in 

Business or Education: $2,000 
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• Jim Carnes Memorial Scholarship for a student in 
Education: $1,000 

• Carmen’s Route Scholarship for a student who 
has faced and overcome significant challenges: 
$5,000 (renewable 3 additional years) 

• Hogg Family Scholarship for students in the 
performing arts: $1,000 (renewable 3 additional 
years) 

THANK YOU, DONORS! 

If you would like to establish a scholarship fund to help 
send a local student to college, please contact HRCEF 
Executive Director Laurie Stephens at (541) 387-5713. 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

2018 Grads (from 
left to right): 
Ashley Hendricks, 
Grace Whitmore, 
Taja Adsit,    
Sarah Hall and 
Lauren Greenleaf 
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YOU Help Bring Science to Life! 
Hands-On Children’s Museum Funded by HRCEF in the Works at Middle School 

 
 

Please join us for 
An Old-Fashioned Christmas  

with the Trail Band 
Saturday, Dec. 1, at 7 pm in the Hood River 

Middle School Auditorium 

Tickets: $20 (adult), $5 (12 & under) 

Tickets at Waucoma Book Store 
Last chance to see the Trail Band on their 

Farewell Tour!

Thanks to funding from a donor-supported HRCEF 
Innovative Teaching Grant, a mini discovery 
museum for elementary kids is being created by 
Laura Haspela’s Middle School Science Enrichment 
classes.   

Inspired by a family visit to the Jackson Hole 
Children’s Museum, whose Executive Director held 
a live Skype interview with the Middle Schoolers 
this October, Haspela exhibited version 1.0 of the 
museum at last year’s HRMS “Spring Tea” event.  
She plans to take her students’ creations on the road 
to the elementary schools this year.  

“The process has been awesome,” says Haspela of 
the way her students have researched and developed 
ideas for exhibits.  They are learning through trial-
and-error, manipulating materials and revising their 
plans as they learn. 

This project will be enjoyed by students of all ages 
for years to come, and it all started with one inspired 
teacher and a little seed money from donors who 
want to help teachers bring their best ideas to life. 

THANK YOU, TEACHERS!   

THANK YOU, DONORS! 

 

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

Middle Schooler Sasha Siskar teaches younger kids 
about physics, which the younger kids have fun learning 
through discovery and play. 
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Alexis Montoya 
Recipient of the 2018 Parkdale VFW Scholarship and the 
Antonio Dominguez Memorial Scholarships  
My name is Alexis Montoya. I’m the oldest of three children and the first in 
my family to go to college. Unfortunately, neither of my parents had the 
opportunity to go to college or even high school because they had to support 
their families. Ever since I was in 7th grade, my dad would take me to work 
in the orchards each summer.  I hated going because it was exhausting 
working in the blistering heat. My dad would say to me, “this is where 
you’re going to work if you don’t get a diploma and go to college.” Those 
words stuck in my head and that is why I was determined to be the first in 
my family to pursue an education beyond high school.  As a result, I will be 
studying engineering at OSU this fall, in spite of the challenges I faced.  For 
example, the college application and scholarship process was new to me. I 
couldn’t ask my parents for help as they didn’t know either, but with the 
support of my teachers, mentors, and counselors, I was able complete the 
complicated process.  I would like to thank the Hood River County 
Education Foundation for giving me and other students the chance to 
achieve our dream of attending college. 

 

2018 SCHOLARSHIP SPOTLIGHT 

 OF 2018 HRCEF SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

1. Oregon State University (8 students) 
2. Columbia Gorge Community College (7 students) 
3. Portland State University (5 students) 
4. Tied for fourth place with 2 students each: 

a. University of Oregon  
b. Linfield College  
c. George Fox University  
d. Pacific University 
e. University of Idaho 

 
Farthest Away Colleges Attended by 2018 Scholarship Recipients 
1. Vassar (Poughkeepsie, NY) – 2361 miles from Hood River 
2. Washington and Jefferson (Washington, PA) – 2101 miles from Hood River 
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THANKS TO OUR 
BUSINESS SUPPORTERS 

 
MAJOR DONORS 

PROVIDENCE HOOD RIVER HOSPITAL 
INSITU/THE BOEING COMPANY 

BEST WESTERN PLUS HOOD RIVER INN 
HOOD RIVER ROTARY 

HOOD RIVER LIONS CLUB 
 

2018 BUSINESS SPONSORS 
GRIFFITH MOTORS HOGG AND DAVIS, INC 
GLORY ORCHARD GORGE NETWORKS 
NUMBER WORKS BOOKKEEPING  COLUMBIA STATE BANK 
 

2018 BUSINESS MEMBERS 
HOOD TO COAST HEALTHCARE MIKE KITTS HOMES 
CASCADE KITEBOARDING A&J ORCHARDS 
BRYANT PIPE AND SUPPLY BIG WINDS 
DUCKWALL POOLEY FRUIT CO. HOOD RIVER DENTAL 
SOLSTICE WOOD FIRE CAFÉ G. WILLIKERS  
MOUNT HOOD GARDENS SIXTH STREET BISTRO 
KIYOKAWA FAMILY ORCHARDS TWIGGS  
THE GORGE WHITE HOUSE DONNELLY ORCHARDS 

CAROL ANNALA/DON NUNAMAKER REALTORS 
 

 
 
 

DONOR PROFILE: 
Local Resident Provides over $500K for College Scholarships 

We were recently notified of a generous bequest 
from the estate of Isabel Gilkerson to the Hood 
River County Education Foundation.  Mrs. 
Gilkerson’s gift, the residue from the sale of her 
orchard property in Duke’s Valley, will fund three 
$5,000 scholarships annually to HRVHS graduates.  
She wanted to help students who might not be able 
to go to college without financial support, especially 
students who are likely to succeed in college and 
who do not receive other financial assistance. 

Isabel and her husband Lloyd Gilkerson ran a pear 
orchard on their farm; they were involved in the 
community, and their twin daughters attended Odell 
schools and worked on the family farm with their 
parents.  “Isabel and Lloyd were kind, caring 
people,” reported Jerry Jaques, local attorney and 
family friend of the Gilkersons.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“These new scholarships will really help to support 
students with significant financial needs during their 
first year of college.  Isabel Gilkerson’s gift will make a 
huge difference to some needy students every year for a 
long time,” said HRCEF Scholarship chair Chuck 
Bugge.   

Anyone interested in making a legacy bequest to the 
Education Foundation, either for scholarship or other 
Foundation activities, please speak with Laurie 
Stephens, Executive Director of the HRCEF, about 
options and arrangements.   
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“We’re amazed and delighted by 
this surprise donation from the 
estate of Isabel Gilkerson!”  

Isabel Gilkerson, whose generous bequest 
will help send three HRVHS graduates to 
college every year. 


