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SPRING 2019 

Over $50k in Teaching 
Grants Awarded 
Record Number of Grants Funded 

In a time of continually shrinking school budgets, it 
is a pleasure to announce a record-breaking year 
for HRCEF Teaching Grants awarded to Hood River 
County School District teachers and staff to fund 
impactful educational initiatives.  Twenty-six 
different educators, or teams of educators, 
received a total of $49,373 in Impact Teaching 
Grants in February 2019.  Another $2,000 was 
awarded from both the Haney Fund and the Music 
in the Schools Fund. 

Impact Teaching Grants are funded by annual 
fundraising, mostly the annual Reach for 
Excellence Gala, while the Haney Fund is a bequest 
from Larry Haney left to the HRCEF to support high 
school music and theatre programs.  The Music in 
the Schools Fund is a donor-created fund to 
support elementary and middle school music.   

 

 

“These grants remind me how fortunate our 
community is to have such great teachers.  Every year 
they come up with new creative ideas to make 
learning fun and fascinating.  I’m so happy to be able 
to fund even more of their visions this year, thanks to 
all our generous donors who make it possible,” said 
Aspen McKenna, Chair of the Innovative Teaching 
Grants Committee of the HRCEF.   

If you are interested in leaving a bequest or starting a 
Donor Directed Fund, our Executive Director Laurie 
Stephens would love to talk with you at 541-387-5713. 

 
 

New Playworks 
equipment being put 
to the test at 
Westside Elementary 
by kindergartener 
Grace Murray 

Dear Friends and Supporters, 

Thank you for your generous contributions to the Hood River County Education Foundation (HRCEF)!  Thanks 
to you, in the past two years, HRCEF has served more students, teachers and schools than ever before!  We 
have really upped our game, because our donors have boldly supported our programs. 

One of the best parts of donating to a local organization like ours is being able to personally SEE the results of 
our gifts.  We can watch the college scholarships handed out at the HRVHS Evening of Excellence. We can see 
local middle school sports and activities grow as a result of our donations.  We can read the great stories 
about the success of our Impact Teaching Grants in allowing educators to try out new ideas.  We can hear 
about Hood River Reads (which HRCEF supports in the schools) and the great books our students can access.  
Because we’re local, our successes are all local, too. 

Thanks for making our work possible.  We know the community is better because we make good use of your 
generosity.   Thanks for giving! 

--Pat Evenson-Brady, Ph.D. 

President of the HRCEF Board of Directors 
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Newsletter DONOR PROFILE: 
Asai Family Commitment to Education 

Community-minded 
Tot and Marie Asai, 
for whom the Asai 
family scholarships 
are named. 

I met Kevin Asai, one of four siblings of Tot and 
Marie, at a local coffee shop; two hours later, I left 
knowing more about Hood River history than I’ve 
absorbed in my 25 years here.  

Kevin is the third generation of Asais in Hood River.  
His grandfather, Saguro, came from Japan and 
worked as a “blast monkey” on the construction of 
the railroad through the Columbia River Gorge.  
Part of the first wave of Japanese that came 
through Hood River in the early 1900’s, he bought 
the only orchard land he could afford at the end of 
Reed Rd.  That property was sold during the 
depression to purchase an orchard on Riverdale, 
which is still in the family.   Saguro first laid eyes on 
his “picture bride”, Matsu, as she disembarked 
from the boat from Japan in Seattle.  They had 8 
children, including Kevin’s father, Tot. 

During WWII, Saguro and Matsu were interned at 
Tulelake then moved to Wyoming; Tot avoided 
internment through a pre-dated (pre-dated to the 
attack on Pearl Harbor) enlistment in the Navy.  
Tot served his country in military intelligence, his 
fluency in Japanese invaluable in his role working 
in the extensive battlefield tunnel system that the 
Japanese had constructed.  On his return, he met 
Marie, most likely at a baseball game in Portland.  
Marie had returned at the end of the war from an 
internment camp in Idaho. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

With the Asai orchard intact after their return from the 
camps, the Asais continued to prosper.  Marie, 
especially, was passionate about education and 
community service, instilling both in her four children.  
Marie was the inspiration for the creation of the 
scholarships that bear the Asai name, and she set aside 
hard-earned money to fund them.   

Kevin and Ilea Asai have stressed these values in both 
of their children, Kaylee and Doug.   Kaylee graduated 
from LMU with an engineering degree and is working in 
Southern California; Doug is a sophomore at George 
Fox. 

The Marie Asai Memorial Scholarship Fund supports 
women who intend to pursue a STEM major in college, 
while the Tot Asai Fund supports women who have 
participated in golf, tennis, or track with English as 
their second language. 

 
 

Board Member Chip Dickinson Sits Down with Kevin Asai 

To learn about starting your own scholarship or K-12 donor-directed fund, or to see the various ways to 
support Hood River County students through HRCEF, please visit our website at www.hrcef.org.  Or call 
our Executive Director Laurie Stephens at (541)387-5713 to discuss how you can make a difference. 

The Tot Asai and the Marie Asai Scholarships 
represent one family’s commitment to 
education and their connection to the Hood 
River Valley through good times and bad.   



  

$172,000 to be Awarded in 2019! 
 

Jeff and Melissa Rippey, 
our newest scholarship donors 
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This spring, through generous donor support, the Education   
Foundation will award over $172,000 through a record 42 
different scholarships.  
 
Our newest scholarships added this spring include:  
• the Jeff and Melissa Rippey Scholarship, encouraging 

multiple recipients to pursue community college or 
trade school training  

• the Megan Perkins Memorial Scholarship, rewarding 
participation in the performing arts 

• the Isabel Gilkerson Memorial Scholarship, 
encouraging students with an interest and background 
in agriculture to attend college  

• the Diana Carroll Family Scholarship, supporting 
current college students pursuing a career in education.  

 

SCHOLARSHIP UPDATE 

2nd Annual Reach for Excellence Gala a Success 
Astounding Energy for Teaching Grants at Fundraiser! 
On February 2nd, supporters of the HRCEF gathered for the 
2nd Annual Reach for Excellence Gala. The annual fundraiser 
serves as the major source of funds for the Foundation’s 
Impact Teaching Grants program, details about which are on 
page 1 of this newsletter.  

The evening began with a technology demonstration from 
HRVHS robotics students, followed by musical performances 
by the Wy’east Middle School Jazz Ensemble and the HRVHS 
Chamber Singers. The evening also included an exciting Dollar 
Bill Tower Building contest, a live auction, and a sit-down 
dinner. 

The event sold out for the second year in a row and exceeded 
expectations by grossing over $70,000, the net proceeds of 
which will go directly into our local schools in the form of 
grants to teachers and staff. Next year’s gala will be held on 
February 8, 2020; information will be available at hrcef.org. 

 

  

This winning table team built a tower of dollar 
bills a   jaw-dropping 37 inches tall.  All of the 
bills were swept off the tables and spent by 
local teachers in the classroom through HRCEF 
Impact Teaching Grants. 

Many of these new scholarships may be renewable for multiple years, which is important since students 
often struggle to fund subsequent years of college after their initial freshman year scholarships end.   

The Hood River Valley High School Evening of Excellence Scholarship Night will be held on May 23, 2019.   



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

THANKS TO OUR BUSINESS SUPPORTERS! 
 

2019 BUSINESS SPONSORS 
GLORY ORCHARD    CASCADE CENTRAL CREDIT UNION        HOOD RIVER DENTAL  

NUMBER WORKS BOOKKEEPING                         A KIDZ DENTAL ZONE DDS 
 

2019 BUSINESS MEMBERS 
  DONNELLY ORCHARDS   COLUMBIA GORGE PHYSICAL THERAPY 
  A&J ORCHARDS   KIYOKAWA FAMILY ORCHARDS 
 VALLEY CREST ORCHARDS  HOOD TO COAST HEALTHCARE 
 TWIGGS     DUCKWALL POOLEY FRUIT CO. 
 MOUNT HOOD GARDENS  ANDERSON’S TRIBUTE CENTER 
 SUNFLOWER SCHOOL   SOLSTICE WOOD FIRE CAFÉ 

  
 
 

 

Support the Hood River County Education Foundation and

 

$10 Raffle Tickets available at Rosauers 
• Only 500 Tickets will be sold 
• Winner will be chosen on Aug 8th at Families in the Park 
• Scooter on display at Rosauers starting May 25th  


